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READING CHALLENGES
& TrackerABOUT

IDEAS
IN THE CLASSROOM:

• Use with an INDEPENDENT READING PROGRAM.
• Have students select different challenges to share in LITERATURE CIRCLES.
• Let students choose a task for homework.
• Complete the challenges while reading a SHORT STORY.

REMOTE LEARNING:
• Print and photocopy the Directions Page, Choice Board, and Reading Tracker for 

students. Have students work on them at home while reading a book of their choice.
• Email parents the student materials to share with their child. 

Find a PDF that you can attach to an email HERE.
• Pair this resource with this School Break Project or 

this complete set of 5-Days of Remote Learning Practice Pages. 

This resource is designed to provide accountability for students’ reading while encouraging 
them to think deeply about their reading. Students will read for at least 20 minutes each 
day. Then, they’ll review a Reading Choice Board filled with 16 creative reading response 
challenges. Students will select a reading response to complete on a separate piece of 
notebook paper. Finally, they’ll track their progress as they complete a chart and color in 
books on the Reading Tracker.  They can track their reading and complete tasks for 10 
days (or two weeks). 

This resource includes everything you and students will need to be successful: Detailed 
Directions Page, Reading Choice Board (with fun tasks), a Reading Tracker, and even a 
Grading Rubric. 

http://bit.ly/ReadingChallengesAtHome
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/School-Break-Activities-This-or-That-School-Vacation-Project-1669405
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Remote-Learning-Activities-Coronavirus-Lessons-for-Learning-at-Home-School-Close-5323642
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READING CHALLENGES
& TrackerMATERIALS

Student Overview – This 
page provides directions and 
paper set-up for students.

CHALLENGES – This page 
includes a choice board with 16 
reading challenges. Students will 

need to select 10.

RUBRIC – If you would like to evaluate students’ 
responses, a 10-point rubric is provided. You might have 
students select their 3 favorite responses for a grade.

MORE reading resources

TRACKER – Students fill this 
in after reading and 

completing a challenge.

RE
MO

TE
 LE

AR
NI

NG

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Review-Doodle-Book-Report-Use-with-any-book-2958931
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Review-Doodle-Book-Report-Use-with-any-book-2958931
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Nonfiction-Text-Features-6-Fun-Lessons-for-Reading-Informational-Texts-2490711
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Nonfiction-Text-Features-6-Fun-Lessons-for-Reading-Informational-Texts-2490711
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Units-12-Mini-Units-Ultimate-Bundle-1728826
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Units-12-Mini-Units-Ultimate-Bundle-1728826
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Literary-Devices-Bundle-6-Fun-Mini-Units-to-Teach-Critical-Literary-Elements-2776948
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Literary-Devices-Bundle-6-Fun-Mini-Units-to-Teach-Critical-Literary-Elements-2776948
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Report-File-Folder-Reading-Project-Book-Project-1313344
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Report-File-Folder-Reading-Project-Book-Project-1313344
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Response-Activities-20-Creative-Reading-Response-Sheets-2059807
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Response-Activities-20-Creative-Reading-Response-Sheets-2059807
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Remote-Learning-Writing-Prompts-for-School-Closings-At-Home-ELA-Activities-5326088
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Remote-Learning-Writing-Prompts-for-School-Closings-At-Home-ELA-Activities-5326088
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Remote-Learning-Activities-Coronavirus-Lessons-for-Learning-at-Home-School-Close-5323642
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Remote-Learning-Activities-Coronavirus-Lessons-for-Learning-at-Home-School-Close-5323642
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0 1 2

Personal 
Reactions to the 

Text

Gives a response 
without explanation.  

Reactions may be 
superficial, mere

summaries, or vague.

Reactions are 
supported by 

examples from the 
text, but provide little 

detail.

Multiple reactions to 
the text are supported 
by many details and 

examples.

Task Fulfillment
None of the tasks for 

this reading challenge 
were completed.

Some of the tasks for 
this reading challenge 

were completed.

All of the tasks for this 
reading challenge 
were completed.

Originality
The assignment does 
not demonstrate any 

originality.

Some original ideas 
are evident in the 

assignment.

The assignment 
showcases

exceptional originality 
and creativity.

Work Quality & 
Effort

Poor work quality or 
effort.

Work quality and effort 
is mediocre.

Extraordinary work 
quality and effort 

demonstrated.

Mechanics, Usage, 
and Grammar

4+ mistakes in 
mechanics, usage, 
and/or grammar

1-3 mistakes in 
mechanics, usage, 
and/or grammar.

No mistakes in 
mechanics, usage, 

and grammar.

Total ________ / 10

Reading Challenge # ______

Name _______________________________________________
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STEP 1: Choose a book to read each day.

STEP 2:  Read for at least 20 minutes.

STEP 3:  Review the reading response challenges on the Reading Response Choice 

Board. Choose a reading response that you can complete in a detailed manner.

STEP 4: Complete the challenge that you chose on a piece of paper.

• Write a lot.
• Provide textual evidence from your reading.

• Include direct quotations.

• Show quality effort.

STEP 5:  Re-read your response.
• Make corrections
• Extend your responses

STEP 6:  Fill in the Reading Tracker.

HOW TO COMPLETE THE CHALLENGES & TRACKER

Write each response on a piece of lined paper. 
Set up a heading at the top of your paper when 
you write your response. Include:

- Your NAME
- The PAGES you READ
- The CHALLENGE you are responding 

to. Write the number of the challenge.

EXAMPLE  PAGE SET-UP

READING CHALLENGES
& Tracker
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CHALLENGE #1

Make predictions. 
What do you think will 

happen next in the 
PLOT? Explain and 

support your 
predictions.

CHALLENGE #2

Doodle sketches of 4 
important characters. 

Below each doodle 
write why the 

character is important. 

CHALLENGE #3

Give the book you are 
reading an award

(good or bad). Explain 
why the book deserves 

the award you 
created.

CHALLENGE #4

Design a movie poster 
for the book you are 

reading. Write 4+
sentences summarizing 

the book to 
accompany the poster.

CHALLENGE #5

Write a pretend email 
to the author of the 

book. Share your 
thoughts on the story. 

Ask the author 
questions.

CHALLENGE #6

Write about how this 
book relates to your 
own life. Describe 
how the characters,
settings, and plot 
connect to you.

CHALLENGE #7

Write about a 
character that you 

admire. What qualities
do you admire? What 
makes the character 

special? 

CHALLENGE #8

Think of 3 reasons
why others should 

read this book. Write 
2 sentences to support 
each of your reasons.

CHALLENGE #9

Imagine that you have 
to give the main 
character a gift. 

Write about what you 
would give the main 

character  and explain 
why.

CHALLENGE #10

Draw a memorable
scene from your 
reading. Write a 

summary of the scene 
under your sketch.

CHALLENGE #11

Make a Top 10 List of 
the best parts of the 

book so far.

CHALLENGE #12

Write about the book 
you are reading. 
Incorporate the 

following words in your 
response: favorite, 

think, curious, happy.

CHALLENGE #13

Write a letter to the 
protagonist in the 

book. The protagonist 
is often the story’s 
hero. Share your 

reactions to his or her 
actions in the book.

CHALLENGE #14

Write a news article
about an important 
event in the book. Be 
sure to answer the 

questions WHO, 
WHAT, WHERE, 
WHEN, and WHY.

CHALLENGE #15

Create a list of 5 
lessons you have 
learned about life 
from this book. 

Connect the lessons to 
events in the book.

CHALLENGE #16

Sketch a postcard 
from a setting in the 

book. Then, write a 
description of the 

setting and an 
explanation for its 

significance.

Reading response
Choice board

Select a reading challenge 
from the choices below. Be 

sure that you include textual 
details in your response.

Copyright © 2020 Brain Waves Instruction
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How many pages 
did you read?

What is something interesting 
that happened in the book or story?

Which challenge did 
you complete?

________ pages Challenge # ____

________ pages Challenge # ____

________ pages Challenge # ____

________ pages Challenge # ____

________ pages Challenge # ____

________ pages Challenge # ____

________ pages Challenge # ____

________ pages Challenge # ____

________ pages Challenge # ____

________ pages Challenge # ____

After you read for 20 minutes, fill out the chart below.
Then, color in a book on the shelf to represent your work for the day.

Name ______________________________

Copyright © 2020 Brain Waves Instruction    All rights reserved by author.

Reading TRACKER
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READING 
UNITS

CLICK HERE

WRITING 
UNITS

CLICK HERE

POETRY
CLICK HERE

DOODLE 
& DO

CLICK HERE

FAVORITES
CLICK HERE

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Inferencing-Making-Inferences-Passages-and-Activities-for-Inferring-1090071
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Inferencing-Making-Inferences-Passages-and-Activities-for-Inferring-1090071
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Sequencing-Passages-Worksheets-Graphic-Organizers-for-finding-Sequence-1304265
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Sequencing-Passages-Worksheets-Graphic-Organizers-for-finding-Sequence-1304265
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Main-Idea-and-Supporting-Details-Passages-Worksheets-and-Graphic-Organizers-1097362
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Main-Idea-and-Supporting-Details-Passages-Worksheets-and-Graphic-Organizers-1097362
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Persuasive-Writing-Unit-Graphic-Organizers-Planning-Pages-Activities-Rubric-1638636
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Persuasive-Writing-Unit-Graphic-Organizers-Planning-Pages-Activities-Rubric-1638636
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Memoir-Study-and-Writing-Unit-10-Day-Common-Core-Aligned-Memoir-Writing-Unit-1058385
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Memoir-Study-and-Writing-Unit-10-Day-Common-Core-Aligned-Memoir-Writing-Unit-1058385
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Writing-Lessons-Great-Writing-Mini-Lessons-for-Writers-Workshop-3676200
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Writing-Lessons-Great-Writing-Mini-Lessons-for-Writers-Workshop-3676200
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Narrative-Writing-Unit-10-Day-Personal-Narrative-Writing-Unit-CCSS-Aligned-1390878
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Narrative-Writing-Unit-10-Day-Personal-Narrative-Writing-Unit-CCSS-Aligned-1390878
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Growth-Mindset-Research-Projects-3D-Projects-and-Activities-for-Growth-Mindset-3142710
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Growth-Mindset-Research-Projects-3D-Projects-and-Activities-for-Growth-Mindset-3142710
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Daily-Doodle-Vocabulary-Vocabulary-Activities-for-an-Entire-Year-3110650
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Daily-Doodle-Vocabulary-Vocabulary-Activities-for-an-Entire-Year-3110650
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/An-Entire-Year-of-Writing-12-Fun-Engaging-and-Educational-Writing-Units-2896033
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/An-Entire-Year-of-Writing-12-Fun-Engaging-and-Educational-Writing-Units-2896033
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/120-Daily-ELA-Warm-Ups-Bell-Ringers-for-Middle-School-2859034
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/120-Daily-ELA-Warm-Ups-Bell-Ringers-for-Middle-School-2859034
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Literary-Devices-Bundle-6-Fun-Mini-Units-to-Teach-Critical-Literary-Elements-2776948
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Literary-Devices-Bundle-6-Fun-Mini-Units-to-Teach-Critical-Literary-Elements-2776948
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Homework-Twist-Task-Cards-25-Fun-Tasks-to-Make-Homework-More-Fun-2205506
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Homework-Twist-Task-Cards-25-Fun-Tasks-to-Make-Homework-More-Fun-2205506
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Response-Activities-20-Creative-Reading-Response-Sheets-2059807
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Response-Activities-20-Creative-Reading-Response-Sheets-2059807
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Poetry-Writing-Unit-11-Day-Engaging-Poetry-Reading-and-Writing-Unit-1106241
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Poetry-Writing-Unit-11-Day-Engaging-Poetry-Reading-and-Writing-Unit-1106241
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Emergency-Sub-Plans-3-SETS-No-copies-needed-Listening-and-Writing-Lessons-3149614
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Emergency-Sub-Plans-3-SETS-No-copies-needed-Listening-and-Writing-Lessons-3149614
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/How-to-Study-for-a-Test-Doodle-Notes-Study-Skills-Sketchnotes-2791380
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/How-to-Study-for-a-Test-Doodle-Notes-Study-Skills-Sketchnotes-2791380
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/20-Poetry-Analysis-Interactive-Flip-Books-All-Year-Long-2524819
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/20-Poetry-Analysis-Interactive-Flip-Books-All-Year-Long-2524819
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Units-12-Mini-Units-Ultimate-Bundle-1728826
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Units-12-Mini-Units-Ultimate-Bundle-1728826
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Growth-Mindset-Doodle-Article-Doodle-Notes-and-Activities-3400785
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Growth-Mindset-Doodle-Article-Doodle-Notes-and-Activities-3400785
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Nonfiction-Text-Structures-5-Doodle-and-Do-Sketch-Notes-and-Activity-Units-2889118
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Nonfiction-Text-Structures-5-Doodle-and-Do-Sketch-Notes-and-Activity-Units-2889118
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Writing-Responses-with-Text-Based-Evidence-Doodle-Notes-5-Learning-Stations-2836078
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Writing-Responses-with-Text-Based-Evidence-Doodle-Notes-5-Learning-Stations-2836078
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Poetry-Analysis-Unit-5-Poems-20-Analysis-Tasks-Analyzing-Poems-Poetry-Unit-1071905
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Poetry-Analysis-Unit-5-Poems-20-Analysis-Tasks-Analyzing-Poems-Poetry-Unit-1071905
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Report-File-Folder-Reading-Project-Book-Project-1313344
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Report-File-Folder-Reading-Project-Book-Project-1313344
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Nonfiction-Text-Features-6-Engaging-and-Interactive-Lessons-2490711
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Nonfiction-Text-Features-6-Engaging-and-Interactive-Lessons-2490711
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Interactive-Poetry-Poetry-Writing-Poetry-Study-Poetry-Unit-Hands-On-Poetry-1315253
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Interactive-Poetry-Poetry-Writing-Poetry-Study-Poetry-Unit-Hands-On-Poetry-1315253
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Opinion-Writing-Writing-a-Persuasive-Business-Letter-Opinion-Writing-Lessons-2680806
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Opinion-Writing-Writing-a-Persuasive-Business-Letter-Opinion-Writing-Lessons-2680806
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Brain-Waves-Instruction/Category/Reading-140756
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Brain-Waves-Instruction/Category/Reading-140756
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5-Doodle-Notes-and-Activities-Mini-Units-Reading-Comprehension-Passages-2942284
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5-Doodle-Notes-and-Activities-Mini-Units-Reading-Comprehension-Passages-2942284
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Review-Doodle-Book-Report-Use-with-any-book-2958931
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Review-Doodle-Book-Report-Use-with-any-book-2958931
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Brain-Waves-Instruction/Category/Writing-Units-140750
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Brain-Waves-Instruction/Category/Writing-Units-140750
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Brain-Waves-Instruction/Category/Doodle-Notes-266365
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Frost-Angelou-Hughes-and-Dickinson-Poet-and-Poem-Studies-Doodle-Notes-3040361
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Frost-Angelou-Hughes-and-Dickinson-Poet-and-Poem-Studies-Doodle-Notes-3040361
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DOWNLOAD

GREAT NEWS! FEEDBACK
Brain Waves Instruction has a newsletter! It’s 

filled with exclusive FREE resources, samples, 

tips, and tricks for teachers just like you. Sign up 

and receive 5 Creative Writing Lessons instantly!  

Then, prepare to be spoiled!  

LET’S CONNECT

What did you think of this resource? 

Be sure to leave feedback and earn 

TpT credits for sharing your thoughts!  

If you have ideas for ways to improve 

this resource, please send an email to 

brainwavesinstruction@gmail.com.

If you take pictures of these activities, I’d love to see them!

Just tag me @brainwavesinstruction or email me!

Follow these for all the latest news!
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This work is not to be copied, sold, or distributed. Posting this work on the internet (even a classroom, 
school or district website) is strictly prohibited. If you wish to share this with others, 

please purchase an additional license.
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